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prospects of the new Balkan Pact which did not yet
include Bulgaria. In the previous year he had discussed
the future frankly with Kemal Pasha in StambouL He
had also obtained a confirmation of his policy in the
court of Bukharest He wished to make it clear in the
west that there was no longer any likelihood of an
outbreak of war on the initiative of any of the Balkan
states. That was important. He must clear the
whole Balkans from the stigma of being possible war-
makers.

After France it was the King's intention to visit
England. He would, in any case, have attended the
wedding of the Duke of Kent and Princess Marina.
And it was Barthou's intention to visit Italy. It was
expected that while in Paris the King would discuss a
proposed pact of mutual guarantee to embrace the
coasts of the Adriatic and the eastern Mediterranean,
such a pact to be signed by Jugoslavia, Greece, Turkey,
Albania and Italy. Barthou was anxious that a step
should be taken to modify the dangerous hostility of
Jugoslavia and Italy. The French were about to
come to an understanding with Italy and did not
wish it to be jeopardized by a conflict between Italy
and Jugoslavia. Alexander was a thorn in the side
of Mussolini.

It has become a fashion in France to declare that
King Alexander desired peace with Italy. But the King
was not a man who cried "Peace, peace!" when there
was no peace. It was shown conclusively in March,
1934, in the Oreb trial, that the Italians were ready to
pay for the murder of the King. Italy supported
Pavelitch and his gang, and even after the trial and its
revelations Pavelitch had publicly announced that the
attempt at murder would be repeated. Had Italy been
desirous for a peaceful understanding the first step
must have been the expulsion of Pavelitch from her
territory.

In September, a month before the tragedy, Italy